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SUBJ: PLANS FOR MAPLIN AIRPORT SCRAPPED 

REF: LONDON A-457 MAY 17, 1974 

1. LABOR GOVERNMENT WHICH SHELVED PLANS WHEN IT TOOK 
OFFICE FOR CONSTRUCTION OF BILLION POUND AIRPORT/SEAPORT 
COMPLEX AT MAPLIN, SOME 60 MILES EAST OF LONDON, HAS NOW 
ANNOUNCED THAT THE AIRPORT AT MAPLIN WILL NOT BE DEVEL- 
OPED AND THAT THE MAPLIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY SET UP 

BY THE CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT TO RECLAIM LAND AND TO ACT 
AS LANDLORD WILL BE DISSOLVED. 

/ 

2. ABANDONMENT OF MAPLIN SCHEME HAD BEEN PART OF 
LABOR PARTY'S ELECTION MANIFESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
MAPLIN AIRPORT CANCELLATION CAME AS NO SURPRISE. IN 
MAKING ANNOUNCEMENT, TRADE SECRETARY SHORE TOLD HOUSE 
OF COMMONS THERE WERE NUMBER OF REASONS FOR CANCELLING 
PROJECT MOST IMPORTANT OF WHICH WERE NEW STUDIES 
SHOWING THAT BOTH SLOWER RATE OF GROWTH IN AIR TRAFFIC 
AND TREND TOWARD LARGER AIRCRAFT WILL ALLOW EXISTING 
RUNWAY CAPACITY IN LONDON AREA TO COPE WITH PROJECTED 
AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS UNTIL ABOUT 1990. HE INDICATED, 

HOWEVER, THAT TERMINAL CAPACITY AT EXISTING AIRPORTS 
WILL HAVE TO BE EXPANDED AND THERE MAY BE SOME DIVERSION 
OF LONDON TRAFFIC TO REGIONAL AIRPORTS. 
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3. THE CANCELLATION ANNOUNCEMENT RELATED ONLY TO THE 
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AIRPORT PART OF THE PROPOSED AIRPORT/SEAPORT COMPLEX 
AND THE PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY HAS NOT COMPLETELY GIVEN 
UP HOPE THAT A SEAPORT AT MAPLIN MIGHT EVENTUALLY BE 
DEVELOPED. IN OUR VIEW, HOWEVER, THEIR HOPES ARE NOT 
LIKELY TO BE REALIZED, LARGELY BECAUSE OF THE 
TREMENDOUS COSTS INVOLVED. 

SOHM 
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